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Strawberry Hill, Feb. 10, 1781.

I WAS very intimate, Sir, with the last Lord Finlater when
he was Lord Deskfoord. We became acquainted at Borne on
our travels, and though, during his illness and long residence
in Scotland, we had no intercourse, I had the honour of
seeing him sometimes during his last visit to England ; but
I am an entire stranger to the anecdote relative to nay father
and Sir William Windham. I have asked my brother, who
was much more conversant in the scenes of that time; for
I was abroad when Sir William died, and returned to England
but about six months before my father's retirement, so that
having been at school and at Cambridge, or in my infancy,
during Sir Eobert's administration, the little I retain from
him was picked up in the last three years of his life, which
is an answer, Sir, to your inquiries why, among other reasons,
I have always declined writing his Life ; for I could in reality
,say but little on my own knowledge; and yet should have
the air of being good authority, at least better than I should
truly be. My brother, Sir Edward, who is eleven years older
than I am, never heard of your anecdote. I may add, that
latterly I lived in great intimacy with the Marchioness of
Blandford (Sir William's widow), who died but a year and
a half ago at Sheene, here in my neighbourhood ; and with
Lady Suffolk, who could not but be well acquainted with
the history of those times from her long residence at court,
and with whom, for the last five or six years of her life here
at Twickenham, I have had many and many long conversa-
tions on those subjects, and yet I never heard a word of the
supposed event you mention. I myself never heard Sir W.
Windham speak but once in the House of Commons, but
have always been told that his style and behaviour were Catherine     heresy was obtained, and the body
